
 

 

Ferrari 458 Italia Install Tips 
 

Important Note: 
These instructions are specific to the 458 Italia Coupe, although some aspects are also common with the 458 
Spider  

Accessing the Vacuum Solenoid Valves 

• Two solenoid valves are located in the approximate center of the vehicle, behind engine beneath the 
air filter box..   

 
 

• Access by removing plastic shroud at back of engine compartment. 



 
NOTE:  These instructions for loosening the air box is the most common way people have indicated to access 
the vacuum solenoid valves.  In some cases, however, feedback has been received that is easier to remove the 
air diffuser and access the solenoid valves from underneath the car.  This next photo shows a 458 with the 
bumper removed clearly exposing the two solenoid valves. 
 

 
 
Remove or loosen the air filter box.  The vacuum solenoid valves are attached to back of it. Solenoid valves are 
shown in the photo on the right.  There are vacuum hoses secured with clamps.  Leave these alone.  
 

 
 
Reach down to locate solenoid valves.  Note that the metal clip on the connectors may not be the push-to-
release type.  You may have to remove the clip so you can disconnect the plugs from the solenoids.  Replace 
the clip when connecting to the connection cables supplied with the controller kit.  This next photo shows the 
connector clips. 



 
 

Removing the Rear Bumper 

If you are unable to gain enough access to satisfactorily access the solenoid and install the controller, the 
following steps can be followed ... starting with the removal of the rear bumper.  Some individuals find the 
removal of the rear bumper is, in the end, the easiest approach.   
 
Remove the rear diffuser ... several screws and very easy to accomplish. 

 
Note:  Once the diffuser is removed, you may be able to access the solenoid valves without proceeding 
further. 
 
Lift the car, remove the wheels and remove the inside wheel fenders (black plastic shrouds).  Should be about 
8 screws each. 



 
 

At this point you will have access to the taillight.  Remove the 3 screws and unplug it.  Once the taillight is out, 
you will have access to the last screws supporting the bumper (one on each side) behind the taillight. 

 
Carefully remove the rear bumper, protecting the paint finish as you remove it. 



 
The vacuum solenoid valves are now easily accessed. 
 

Potential Controller Module Installation 
Use cable ties or 3M Dual Lock adhesive strips to secure control module to cross member that is under the air 
box.  
 
Another location is under the bumper in front of third brake light.  Use 3M Dual Lock adhesive strips to secure.  
 
And yet another potential location for the controller module is near the ECU.  In the photo below, the installer 
secured the controller immediately near the ECU on the left side of the car.  The controller module is visible in 
the upper right portion of the photo. 
 

 
 



Additional Information 
Extension Cable 

An extension cable is available that will provide greater flexibility when installing 
the controller.  The extension cable extends the shorter connection cable (included 
with the kit) to 240 cm.  With the result ... you will have two cables each 240 cm 
long.  This allows installing the controller module far forward in the engine bay 
where there is more room and gets the module far away from the hot exhaust 
system elements.  The extension cable is available on the Forza website. 

Removal of Engine Compartment Cosmetic Shields 

Although it may not be necessary to do so, removal of the engine compartment cosmetic shields may assist 
you with the subsequent loosening of the engine air filter box … 
 
 

 
 
  



Refitting Engine Compartment Cosmetic Shields 

 

 
 
  



Loosening the Engine Air Filter Box 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
At the above point, the original manual assumed you had removed the rear bumper.  You will not be able to 
remove the air filter box, but you will now be able to shift it aside to gain access to the vacuum solenoid valves 
and the electrical connectors. 
 

Refitting the engine air filter box 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 


